away for a ladder, but being too impatient to wait
for it, he climbed up by an outside staircase onto the
roofj where he was in full view of the windows of
Johannes' house. There were all kinds of useful
gear on the roof, such as picks, spades, and tar-
paulins, and after having a bed of straw laid on the
ground below to deaden the noise, Innes pitched
them all down and descended by the ladder without
being observed by the enemy.
Each of the garrison's countermines consisted of a
vertical shaft and a horizontal gallery. The shaft,
which was some four feet in diameter, was sunk
inside the defences to the depth of from twelve to
twenty feet, and the gallery was then driven out
towards the enemy's working. The miners were
generally grouped in gangs of ten, five of them
relieving the other five at intervals of half an hour,
or sometimes even less, since the heat underground
was terribly oppressive. Number One worked in the
gallery with a short pick or crowbar, loosening the
earth in front of him so as to make a tunnel high
enough to clear his head when squatting down, and
wide enough to give him elbow room. Number Two
sat close behind him with an empty packing case,
which he filled with the earth that Number One
brought down. When the box was full, Number
Two jerked a cord as a signal to Number Three, who
stood at the bottom of the shaft, to.drag the box
towards him. He in turn gave the word to Numbers
Four and Five at the top of the shaft, who hauled up
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